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Hon Chris Picton MP
MINUTE
Government
of South Australia |
MINUTES forming ENCLOSURE Ourref.  A4666064 Rt j

To Hon Kyam Maher MLC
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs

INFORMATION ABOUT A TUBERCULOSIS (TB) OUTBREAK IN THE ANANGU
PITJANTJATJARA YANKUNYTJATJARA LANDS (APY LANDS) AND REQUEST
FOR ASSISTANCE FROM ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND RECONCILIATION

Ten active Tuberculosis (TB) cases and one unconfirmed TB case have been
identified in Aboriginal people between May 2022 and January 2023, @hp have links

to the APY Lands. Of these cases, tragically a nineteen-year-old f estern
Australia (WA) has died from disseminated and undiagnosed TBx|ts likely that there
are further undiagnosed cases in the APY Lands’ communiti cluster of cases of
this size is highly unusual in Australia. There were only 77 s of TB reported
across South Australia (SA) in 2021 (and no cases in A q’binal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples) and 78 cases in 2022. \ -

reports approximately 1,300 cases of TB per and has a notification rate of 5.2 -
7.0 cases per 100,000 population. Of the cages born in Australia, individuals who
identify as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait nder are disproportionately

affected. The Department of Health a ged Care Communicable Diseases
Intelligence Strategic Plan for Contre{ of Tuberculosis in Australia 2021-2025 aims to
progress towards elimination of ansmission within Australia.

TB is caused by the bacterium Mycobacterium t;ggrculosis complex. Australia

TB can be associated with gigRificant morbidity and mortality. People with severe TB
disease can require hospidglisation for extended periods (weeks) and develop
ongoing morbidity due ngr B-related disabilities. TB in young children and those with
significant comomld is of particular concern due to the increased risk of severe
and dlssemlnat% ease long term morbidity and risk of mortality. Some people
exposed to the KB bacterium develop latent TB, whereby the initial infection goes
unnoticed, but they are a risk of development of active TB disease later in life.
Persons with TB disease may experience economic difficulties due to inability to work
related to ongoing health issues. TB disease is a health and economic burden,
particularly if untreated and infections spread to other people in the community.

TB is a treatable and preventable condition. However, treatment of active TB and
latent TB is prolonged (months). Incomplete adherence to the recommended
treatment course, which has occurred in some of the cases, can result in
development of drug resistant TB. To date, there is no evidence of drug resistant TB
in the APY Lands outbreak, however, if this occurs in the APY Lands, treatment of
these people will be difficult and will likely result in greater morbidity and mortality.



TB is a notifiable disease under the South Australian Public Health Act 2011. Public
health and clinical management of TB is coordinated by SA TB Services within the
Central Adelaide Local Health Network (CALHN)). The Communicable Disease
Control Branch of the Department of Health and Wellbeing has recently begun
providing support for the outbreak in the APY Lands.

TB is controlled through prompt detection and management of cases and screening
of contacts. Bacillus Calmette—Guérin (BCG) vaccination is recommended in children
because of the increased risk of disseminated disease and TB meningitis in this age
group. To protect health and prevent further TB iliness in the APY Lands, the tristate
area and broader South Australian, Norther Territory and Western Australian
communities, a coordinated public health action has been initiated with a project plan
under development. The following actions have been commenced or are planned.

o Engagement with impacted communities and seeking permi%@orthe
proposed response. -

N
s Treatment of cases of TB. '\gq
» Reduced threshold for testing of persons with illnesé\compatible with TB.

¢ |dentification and screening for active TB and&s{&? TB in identified contacts of
known TB cases.

e Screening of children for latent TB thro isits to APY Lands schools and
preschools, commencing with Puka’(jaK Pipalyatjara communities.

e Provision of BCG vaccination of ¢ &en aged less than 5 years in APY
Lands, commencing with Pukati@yand Pipalyatjara communities.

¢ Recommencement of BC dination of neonates who will reside in the APY
Lands. v
¢ Provision of educati r community members and healthcare workers.

These proposed measm@é will require significant engagement and consultation with
the communities. F@@initial visits by SA TB Services staff are planned to Pukatja
and Pipalyatjarag'_éozs. The objectives of these trips are to continue screening
household conta$ts, review individuals with latent and active TB and to continue
community liaison and education. APY Executive is meeting on 21 and 22 of
February 2023 in Alice Springs. At this meeting an update on COVID-19 and the TB
situation will be provided. Further to this, with the permission of community leaders,
a whole of community meeting is scheduled in Pukatja on 27 February 2023 to
provide an overview of the COVID and TB situation.

Nganampa Health Council (NHC) provides health services in the APY Lands. NHC
involvement will be instrumental in the success of the project. NHC has expressed
concerns they have insufficient resourcing and capacity to manage testing and
treatment of latent and active cases in the communities.
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Correspondence from the Minister for Health and Wellbeing about a Tuberculosis
outbreak on the APY Lands

Issue \

' -Between May 2022 and January 2023, ten active cases of TubercuRp\}s (TB) have been
identified in Aboriginal people who have links to the APY Lands erson has died.

Timing | . C)
Urgent. Qc)\v

Background

The Hon Chris Picton MP recently wrote to \adv:smg that Professor Nicola Spurrier,
Chief Public Health Officer has recomme consideration of a cross-government
response as soon as possible, initially col boratmg with AAR and the Commonwealth.

TB screening is planned for Pukatjgi e week beginning 27 February 2023. Professor

Spurrier is likely to be on APY La rom 28 February to 3 March 2023 to support the

screening. She recently met wit% r counterparts in Western Australia and the Northern
on in Central Australia.

Territory about tri-state coo
SA Health will provide th Executive Board with a briefing about the outbreak and the
proposed response at t Q%‘meating that may occur on 22 February 2023 in Alice Springs.

Chairs of Commum% ncils will also be provided with information.

SA Health has b contact with to plan .a community meeting in
Pukatja on 27 Febtuary 2023 to discuss the TB situation and seek Anangu permission and
support to work together in the response.

Discussion

I met with from SA Health on 10 February 2023 to discuss the situation
and proposed response. It is likely a government taskforce will be created and | confirmed
AAR’s willingness to participate. AAR will also provide advice as required.

Minister Picton’s minute says:
o The bacille Calmette-Guérin (BCG) vaccination is recommended in children (in remote

Aboriginal communities) because of the increased risk of disseminated disease and TB
meningitis in this age group.

¢ Screening of children for latent TB will commence in Pukatja and Pipalyatjara.

e BCG vaccination for children aged less than 5 years will commence in Pukatja and

Pipalyatjara.
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@ Government of
The Hon Kyam Maher MLC e/ South Australia

MINUTES forming ENCLOSURE to File: 23MAA0053

To Hon Chris Picton MP

By email

Tuberculosis outbreak on the APY Lands

Thank you for the minute that provided information about the Tubercylssis (TB)
outbreak on the Anangu Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara (APY) Land A Health’s
proposed response.

| am pleased that SA Health staff are beginning their engagagbnt with Anangu by
meeting with the APY Executive Board and the Pukatja cé]nmunlty An important
aspect of SA Health’'s COVID-19 response on the APY Rands was its strong
connection with community. It is reassuring to see 4@\approach used again.

| am advised SA Health staff met with staff fr original Affairs and Reconciliation
(AAR) in my department on 10 February 2023*o discuss the situation. AAR staff
offered to provide advice and assistance egrequired. If a taskforce is to be stood up,

AAR would be willing to participate. \)Q

| would appreciate being kept inf@a about the response.

?\
&

Hon Kyam Maher MLC
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs

). ). February 2023








