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Introduction
The Statutes Amendment (Community and Strata Titles) Act 2012 will change the laws (the Community Titles Act 1996 and
the Strata Titles Act 1988) governing community and strata titles in South Australia, to take effect from
28 October 2013.
The changes to the community and strata titles laws are designed to improve protections for consumers who buy into or
own units in strata and community titled developments. In doing so, they introduce further rights for owners and further
obligations for body corporate managers as well as, in some cases, further obligations for community and
strata corporations.
The following fact sheet is one in a series of fact sheets that have been prepared to explain the effects of these impending
law changes and what they mean for owners and community and strata corporations and for body corporate managers.

Currently, a corporation can issue a notice to an owner to carry out work on the owner’s unit. If he or she does not, the
corporation can arrange for a person to enter the property and carry out the work and can recover the cost from the owner.
Although the owner must be given reasonable notice of the proposed entry, there is no requirement for the corporation to
notify tenants. The owner ought to notify the tenant, but an owner who has disregarded a notice to carry out work might also
disregard the duty to notify the tenant.
The changes will require a corporation to give written notice to an occupier (including a tenant) of a lot or unit before
exercising a power of entry to carry out work. It will be sufficient for the corporation to leave the notice, addressed to the
occupier, in a mailbox belonging to the unit. Two days’ notice will be required, except where urgent action is necessary to
avert a risk of death or injury or significant damage to property.

